Pre-Flight Checklist               
Copyright Astralis Rocketry Corp © 2006

 THESE PROCEDURES ARE BASED ON EXPERIENCE AND MAY NOT WORK FOR YOU.  YOU ASSUME FULL LIABILITY FOR ANYTHING THAT HAPPENS WHEN USING THESE PROCEDURES.  IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO ASSUME THAT LIABILITY, PLEASE DO NOT USE THEM.

Pre-flight Checklist 

Supplies

	Rocket
	Motor with Reload 

	Brand New 9V batteries (bring at least 2 extra)
	Recovery Siren

	1/16” dowel for longer motors
	Shear Pins and Retention Screws

	Igniter and Fine Gauge “Wire-Thread”
	Camera with Battery Charged

	Avionics Sled with single or dual altimeters
	Movie Camera with Battery Charged

	Motor Retainer and Specific Tool(s)
	4 e-matches (Different colored pairs)


	Pre Flight Prep at Tent
	Est Min’s

	Go-NoGo Decision


	Dial:  866-678-2759

Press #2,  Press # to correspond to your airport

Determine winds aloft at 3,000 / 6,000 / 9,000 feet and record on log
	

	1
	Prepare / Assemble RMS Reload & Motor 
	030

	2
	Wrap igniter on 1/16" dowel with fine wire for later insertion 
	5

	3
	Masking tape igniter / dowel to side of rocket
	1

	4
	Test two batteries for 9+ V with Meter and install in altimeters
	5

	4A
	Confirm that altimeter dip switches are in correct position
	1

	 5


	Attach Continuity Tester to altimeters and power them on.  Listen for continuity 
	5

	6
	Power off altimeters / remove batteries & Continuity Tester wires
	1

	7
	Warning!!! – Powder Charges are Dangerous – Warning!!!  .

From this point on, be VERY CAREFUL of charge canisters and always aim them AWAY from yourself.  Also, do not put your hands over the charge canister ends while handling the AvBay, etc.  Finally, put on protective eyewear
	1

	8
	Load / Cut / Attach 4 eMatches in 2 altimeters
	15

	9
	Test ematches for 1.1 ohms at terminal block w/ Ohm-meter
	5

	10
	Load and seal Primary & Backup Black Powder Charge Canisters
	20

	11
	Install 9V batteries in Altimeters and secure with electrical 
	5

	12
	Ensure power switch is off and connect two switches to two altimeters
	10

	13
	Secure altimeters in central AvBay 
	5

	14
	Lie Rocket down / install Avionics Bay down into Mid-Airframe Section
	5

	15
	Secure Mid Airframe to Avionics Bay with 8-32 (or other) screws
	5

	16
	Prepare and load Lower Recovery Siren and Drogue Parachute / Nomex Blanket
	5

	17
	Prepare 4 small pieces masking tape and secure Mid Airframe to Fin Airframe with nylon shear pins / tape pins
	10

	18
	Attach Main Recovery though Upper Airframe to Avionics Bay and then attach Upper Airframe to AvBay with screws
	5

	19
	Load Main ‘chute / Nomex Blanket / Check Nose Cone attachment
	5

	20
	Secure Nose Cone to Upper Airframe with nylon Shear Pins / tape pins
	5

	21
	Insert motor in rocket and Secure with retainer
	5

	22
	Final recheck of rocket and arrange assistance for Carry Out to pad.
	5

	 
	Estimated Flight Day Prep Time at Tent (mins):
	159


	Pre-Flight Prep At Launch Pad

	1
	Take along Masking tape, Sandpaper, Needle nose pliers, Level, Camera, Assistant / Partner

Confirm ladder out at pad / walk out…
	10

	2
	Ensure Launch Pad electronics are powered off
	2

	3
	Load rocket onto rail / Use level to correct angle
	10

	3a
	Ensure rocket in upright position before powering on altimeter
	1

	4
	Power on 1st Altimeter and confirm beeps for continuity
	2

	5
	Power on 2nd  Altimeter and confirm beeps for continuity
	2

	6
	Insert and secure igniter
	10

	7
	Attach firing clips to igniter
	2

	8
	Check for continuity
	2

	9
	Final check of rocket and rail angle
	5

	10
	Photo of Rocket on stand
	10

	11
	Return to safe area (assume Pad Manager activates Pad Electronics)
	5

	
	Estimated Flight Day Prep Time at Pad (mins):
	61
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